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Instrumentation

piccolo

2 flutes

2 oboes

english horn

2 Bb clarinets
Bb bass clarinet
2 bassoons
contrabassoon

4 F horns

3 C trumpets (straight and harmon mutes)

3 trombones (2 tenor, 1 bass) (straight and harmon mutes)
tuba

timpani

percussion (3 players)
I. vibraphone, 2 Japanese temple bowls (large & small),

large suspended cymbal, glockenspiel, chimes, crotales (low oct.)
IT. medium suspended cymbal, marimba (4 1/3), djembe, large whip
II1. tam-tam (medium), bass drum, timbales, metal coil

harp
piano (doubles celesta)

strings
(preferably with 10 cellos and 8 double basses, all double basses
must have low C extensions)

SCOREISIN C

duration: cz. 9 minutes

Contact

Robert Rankin
rrankinmusic@gmail.com
robertrankinmusic.com

FULL FATHOM FIVE was premiéred on
November 20th, 2019 by the Indiana University
Jacobs School of Music Concert Orchestra
conducted by David Dzubay

Note

The title, Full Fathom Five, comes from a song sung by
the siren-like spirit Ariel from Shakespeare’s The Tempest. In
its context of the play, Ariel sings out a haunting poem which
refers to a storm, a shipwreck, and the eventual drowning, in
water about 30 feet (five fathoms) deep, of the father of the
character to whom the lines are addressed. Though my work
is, in essence, a tone poem depicting and reacting to this
episode in The Tempest, the initial inspiration came from
Jackson Pollock’s 1947 painting also entitled Full Fathom
Five. Pollock’s dark and brooding painting, which includes
nails, tacks, and cigarette butts, suggested a perhaps more
violent and sinister take on Shakespeare’s take. Both of these
sources proved vital in creating my own specific take on

Ariel’s song.

Full Fathom Five opens with a rapid descent from the

top range of the orchestra to the lowest. The music

continues to spiral down s an English Horn sings out

bursts of Ariel’s s&

jolent and r@pidg@ldnges in the orchestra. The music
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Full Score (O)
Flute1-2
Piccolo
Oboe1-2
English Horn
Clarinet (Bb) 1
Clarinet (Bb) 2
Bass Clarinet
Bassoon 1 -2
Contrabassoon
Horn (F)1-3
Horn (F) 2 - 4
Trumpet (C) 1 -2
Trumpet (C) 3
Trombone 1 -2
Bass Trombone
Tuba
Timpani
Percussion 1
Percussion 2
Percussion 3
Celesta/
Piano
Violin I
Violin IT
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass
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